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News Release

No.: REN0715(A) 


Renesas Delivers R-Car Reference Package for Android Supporting Android™ 8.0
Implementation of Android 8.0 on R-Car Automotive SoCs Spurs

Connected Car Development
Düsseldorf, October 5, 2017 – Renesas Electronics, a premier supplier of advanced semiconductor solutions, today announced the availability of the R-Car reference package for Android™ for Renesas R-Car automotive system-on-chips (SoCs). This package supports Android 8.0, the latest OS announced by Google on August 22, 2017.

Android 8.0 is the first version of Android OS to include support for functions required in automotive systems. The combination of this OS with Renesas' robust and highly secure automotive SoC simplifies development of automotive Android platforms. The R-Car reference package for Android comprises the R-Car reference board and an extension board as hardware environment, and the board support package (BSP) as software support. 

The R-Car reference package for Android lowers barrier of entry to the automotive market for software developers who have no experience with automotive systems, while software developers without Android development experience can take advantage of Android's powerful ecosystem and existing application resources when using the reference package. 

The Android platform is widely used worldwide, mainly in smartphones. An ecosystem comprising resourceful application developers has been formed based on Android. While application of this OS to areas other than smartphones has been progressing within this ecosystem, it has been necessary to customize Android for use in development of automotive systems. The latest Android 8.0 is configured, for the first time, with a framework for automotive application support as a standard component, making it possible to use Android 8.0 for automotive applications out of the box. The high-level cloud services for smartphones will now be available in vehicles, and is expected to spur the development of new cloud-based services for cars.

Availability

The R-Car Reference Package for Android will be available from October 2017.

Renesas provides a wide range of solutions that are accelerating the achievement of self-driving cars under the Renesas autonomyTM concept. As part of that effort, Renesas is putting special efforts into the development of technologies for the connected car to implement new services linked to the cloud. Renesas will continue to lead automotive information system development in the connected car age by assuring that R-Car remains compatible with the latest Android version and will continue to contribute to a safe and secure automotive society.
About Renesas Electronics Europe 

Renesas delivers trusted embedded design innovation with complete semiconductor solutions that enable billions of connected, intelligent devices to enhance the way people work and live – securely and safely. As the number one global supplier of microcontrollers, and a leader in A&P and SoC products, Renesas provides the expertise, quality, and comprehensive solutions for a broad range of Automotive, Industrial, Home Electronics (HE), Office Automation (OA) and Information Communication Technology (ICT) applications to help shape a limitless future. Renesas Electronics Corporation was established in 2010 and is headquartered in Japan. With over 800 hardware and software alliance partners worldwide, it has the industry’s largest local support network. Renesas Electronics’ European structure is comprised of three business units – the Automotive, the Broad-based and the Industrial Solution Business Unit. 

Further information about Renesas Electronics Europe is available at www.renesas.com.
Renesas Electronics Europe is also on social media at http://twitter.com/Renesas_Europe, http://facebook.com/RenesasEurope and http://youtube.com/RenesasPresents.

(Remarks) Renesas autonomy is a trademark of Renesas Electronics Corporation. Google and Android are trademarks or registered trademarks of Google Inc. All product and service names in this press release are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. 
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