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News Release

Nr.: REN0678(A) 

Renesas Electronics Europe: Third European MCU Car Rally Competition Showcases Student Creativity with State-of-the-Art Renesas Solutions 
at Embedded World 2017

Added New Innovation Award to its Bigger-than-Ever Annual European MCU Car Rally Competition for Students
Dusseldorf, February 23, 2017 – Renesas Electronics Europe, a premier provider of advanced semiconductor solutions, today announced that the third MCU Car Rally competition will take place at the occasion of the embedded world Student Day on March 16, 2017 in Nuremberg, Germany. In order to participate, students must develop a functioning racing car based on electronic components and software from Renesas. The competition attracts students from universities all over Europe. 
The 2017 competition marks the first time that Renesas will hand out an Innovation Award for the team that adds the most creative and advanced enhancements to the microcontroller (MCU)-based model car in terms of design, construction, technology, ecology and performance. For example, students may swap the sensor that guides the car along the track for a camera. 

Since the first rally held in 2015, the participation has grown from 16 teams and 96 students to 30 teams comprised of 150 students. They worked on their designs for a full semester in preparation for this year’s race. The competition gives final-year engineering students the opportunity to develop a real product using state-of the-art solutions from Renesas, including the RX Family of 32-bit microcontrollers (MCUs) that combine excellent operation performance with superior power efficiency. The 30 teams include students from universities in Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, France, Romania, Serbia, Turkey and the UK. 
Renesas is organising the rally together with its UK-based Platinum Alliance Partner, AND Technology Research, which is providing technical support. 
“We are extremely proud to be part of such an exciting community project by providing support to the teams,” says Dr Valerie Lynch, CEO of AND Technology Research. “The students’ works are truly creative and technically sophisticated. In turn they inspire us to expand the challenge and introduce new features.”
For many participating teams, the Renesas MCU Car Rally event has become a highlight in their year. Their colleges and universities consider the students’ works on the Renesas rally cars as bona fide coursework, so that professors award the students points for the completed project that count towards their degree.  
“This competition excites us every year and we’re always very impressed with the students’ technical skills, creativity and professionalism,” says Andrea Nuyken, Project Manager of the MCU Car Rally at Renesas Electronics Europe. “It also gives us the opportunity to meet some of tomorrow’s top engineering talent in Europe.”
Renesas Electronics Europe is a Platinum Sponsor of the embedded world Student Day, held on the last day of the show and attracting over 1000 students every year. The company will hold practice runs, heats and finals for the competition on the Student Day – an exciting highlight in its show presence and a veritable magnet for visitors and spectators.

The Third European MCU Car Rally competition for students at embedded world 2017 will start on 16th March 2017 at 10:00 in the Foyer (at Entrance Mitte) just in front of Hall 1.
Details of the MCU Car Rally competition are available at: 

http://www.mcurally.com
Impressions from last year: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxT_bcjkuMw
Details of the Renesas University Program are available at:
https://www.renesas.com/en-eu/about/university-program.html
About Renesas Electronics Europe 

Renesas delivers trusted embedded design innovation with complete semiconductor solutions that enable billions of connected, intelligent devices to enhance the way people work and live – securely and safely. The number one global supplier of microcontrollers, and a leader in A&P and SoC products, Renesas provides the expertise, quality, and comprehensive solutions for a broad range of Automotive, Industrial, Home Electronics (HE), Office Automation (OA) and Information Communication Technology (ICT) applications to help shape a limitless future. Renesas was established in 2010 and is headquartered in Japan. With over 800 hardware and software alliance partners worldwide, it has the industry’s largest local support network. Renesas Electronics’ European structure is comprised of two business groups – automotive and industrial – as well as the Global ADAS Centre and the engineering group.

Further information about Renesas Electronics Europe is available at www.renesas.com. 

Renesas Electronics Europe is also on social media at http://twitter.com/Renesas_Europe, http://facebook.com/RenesasEurope and http://youtube.com/RenesasPresents.

(Remarks) All registered trademarks or trademarks are the property of their respective owners.
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